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Abstract

Nowadays, the prevalent Internet technology has
diminished the limitations on the way of real-life
social interaction, which facilitates not only the
acquisition of information or knowledge for people,
but also the development of diverse applications in
interpersonal interaction, communication, and sharing.
The advances of mobile devices also have contributed
to the ways of contact for social networks. The rich
resources, immediate feedback and information
sharing in virtual communities facilitate the inclusion
of their applications in the teaching environments.
This study utilized these advantages and introduced
tablet PC with Google+ into a health education
practice course. The convenient information sharing
and feedback mechanisms in the social network were
used to stimulate potential learning skills of nursing
students, and the mobility and convenience of mobile
devices brought a novel way of learning within social
networks. According to the analysis of the
experimental results, learning interaction between the
participants can be improved effectively with the
assistance of the social network. In addition, the
majority of the nursing students and the teacher

expressed positive and satisfactory attitude for such an
innovative learning method. They also look forward to
using this approach in the future courses.

Keywords: social network, learning community,
virtual community, Google Plus, mobile device,
nursing practice.
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